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EQUITY



The Six Best "Secret Gardens" Of NYC





“There is no reason…why the 
methods of commercial persuasion 
and the skyline of signs should not 
serve the purpose of civic and 
cultural enhancement. But this is 
not entirely up to the architect.” —
Robert Venturi and Denise Scott 
Brown
1968
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t h e B E E R L I N E

Changing the nomenclature  
from community design, it is  
possible to think more about the  
way of life in the community.

The spaces and places that  
people maintain, conserve, or  
preserve reinforce a particular  
way they want to live. Within  

the American diaspora,
this “way of life”’ can be  
idiosyncratic, countercultural,  
or normative. A “way of life”’  
is truly American, suggesting

individual freedom and choice.  
Reinforcing individualism and  
collective diversity, it suggests  
a willingness to validate a  
diversity of norms and actions  

of inhabitants. People are  
constantly engaged in the  
process of acculturation and  
assimilation, as opposed to  
validating differences. Urban

design and planning projects  
often seek to organize, tidy,  
and homogenize environments  
through standards that can be  

easily understood by all. But if  
the focus is on lifeways, they  
encounter diversity and the  
multiplication of actions/events  
toward similar environments,  

objects, and things. Everyday  
and mundane, commemorative,  
and community lifeways  
together argue for “culture” to
be central to design, recognizing  

that places and environments  
are maintained, sustained, or  
transformed by the people and  
bureaucracies that control them.

L I F E W A Y S P L A N

• OVERCOMING LANDSCAPE OF
FEAR

• VISION
PLAN

• POTENTIAL
SEQUENCING

• WHAT’
NEXT

:: block

:: stripe



L I F E W A Y S  P L A N  : : 

P E R F O R M A T I V E 
L A N D S C A P E S
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OVERCOMING THE LANDSCAPE OF
FEAR



ORDINARY :: EXTRAORDINARY



SAFE :: RISKY



DISINVESTMENT :: INVESTMENT



STEROTYPICAL :: ATYPICAL



FINI


